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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 ) The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1-1) Claims 1,2,4,5,7,14-39, 40, 41, 43, 44, 46, 53-78 rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Schmidt et al (US 6418457 B1, filed Dec 10, 

1997). 

Regarding claim 1,40, Schmidt teaches receiving an entry of the piece of 
content from a user (ie., worker will be able to enter ...)(col 4, lines 31-32). 

Schmidt teaches storing the piece of content with a time stamp and an identifier 
of the user (ie., timestamp and digital signature)(col 4, lines 42). 

Schmidt teaches preventing ...been stored (ie., read-only)(col 2, line 61)(ie., 
once in the database the document can no longer be changed)(col 8, lines 34). 

Regarding claim 2, 41, Schmidt teaches presenting a user interface ... maybe 
received (ie., display of document ... with selection buttons which are pressed by user 
to enter a command; ... user can typed in or paste)(col 7, lines 38-48; col 8, lines 34-35) 

Regarding claims 4, 43, Schmidt teaches "user interface is an email clienf (col 
7, line 53). 
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Regarding claims 5, 44, Schmidt teaches "user interface is presented in a page 
paradigm" (ie., notebook page... document title, body...)(col 8, lines 15-35). 

Regarding claims 7, 46, Schmidt teaches "tracking a value associated with the 
piece of content" (ie., history of the application)(col 6, lines 1-18). 

Regarding claims 14, 53, Schmidt does not teach, but Grow teaches "providing 
information ... docketing system" (ie., ... stored in this section ... designations "in 
process," "allowed," ... assigned to an application... )(col 6, lines 1-18). 

Regarding claims 15,54, Schmidt teaches "maintaining metadata relating to the 
piece of content" (ie., timestamp of the material ... stored)(col 1, line 65- col 2, line 10). 

Regarding claims 16,55, Schmidt teaches "maintain log data relating to the 
piece of content" (ie., application serial number ... officially filed ... history)(col 6, line 5). 

Regarding claims 17,56, Schmidt teaches "maintaining context information 
relating to the piece of content" (ie., "in process" "allowed" "abandoned")(col 6, lines 8- 
12). 

Regarding claims 18,57, Schmidt teaches "context information ... another user" 
(ie., witness)(col 4, lines 45-50). 

Regarding claims 19,58, Schmidt teaches "collaborative ... user" (ie., ... groups 
to which he belongs ...)(col 4, lines 45-50). 

Regarding claims 20,59, Schmidt teaches "controlling ... information" (ie., 
administrator is the sole person that is given the rights to ... )(col 6, lines 51-53)(ie., 
access rights)(col 3, line 60). 
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Regarding claims 21,60, Schmidt teaches "maintaining .. user" (ie., inventor 
name)(col 6, line 44). 

Regarding claims 22,61, Schmidt teaches "information ... personal information" 
(ie., inventor name)(col 6, line 44). 

Regarding claims 23,62, Schmidt teaches "information ... employment 
information" (ie., job roles such as Administrator, Leader, Worker ...)(col 3, lines 55-67). 

Regarding claims 24,63, Schmidt teaches "information relating ... role 
information" (ie., Administrator, Leader, Worker ... )(col 3, lines 55-67). 

Regarding claims 25,64, Schmidt teaches "controlling access ... role 
information" (ie., Administrator ... access rights .. assigned ...)(col 3, lines 55-67). 

Regarding claims 26,65, Schmidt teaches "enabling ... already stored" (ie., 
images incorporated with the text)(col 2, lines 29-33)(ie., Administrator enters serial 
number .. revisions of that disclosure .. full history of the application)(col 5, line 66 - col 
6, line 5). 

Regarding claims 27,66, Schmidt teaches "other piece ... another user" (ie., 
multiple inventors ... )(col 5, lines 38-40). 

Regarding claims 28,67, Schmidt teaches "enabling ... to a file" (col 8, line 23). 

Regarding claims 29,68, Schmidt teaches "storing ... a draft status" (ie., worker 
can temporarily save the data that he wishes to record ... time stamp and digital 
signature is added to the document )(col 4, lines 30-43). 




Application/Control Number: 09/766,067 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2176 

Regarding claims 30,69, Schmidt teaches "storing the piece of content ... 
registered status" (ie. document has been read and witnessed; public notary provide 
independent certification ... )(col 8, lines 3- 50). 

Regarding claims 31,70, Schmidt teaches "linking the content ... information" 
(ie., application serial number ... history ... "in process")(col 6, lines 1-18). 

Regarding claims 32,71, Schmidt teaches "storing with the content ... other 
information" (ie., application serial number identifies "in process")(col 6, lines 1-18). 

Regarding claims 33,72, Schmidt teaches "storing the content ... permanent 
form" (col 8, lines 30-35). 

Regarding claims 34,73, Schmidt teaches "storing the content ... as evidence" 
(ie., documents certified by Public Notary to provide independent certification ....)(col 8, 
lines 47-53). 

Regarding claims 35,74, Schmidt teaches "content ... be separated" (col 8, 
lines 30-35). 

Regarding claims 36,75, Schmidt teaches "submitting ... witness" (ie., adding 
witness to a document... witness selection button ... doc-link to the document to the 
witness by pressing "send mail notification now" button ... time stamp)(col 7, lines 38- 
67). 

Regarding claims 37,76, Schmidt teaches "witness ... third party" (ie., public 
notary)(col 8, line 48). 

Regarding claims 38,77, Schmidt teaches "witness is a process" (ie., public 
notary)(col 2, lines 26-27). 
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Regarding claims 39,78, Schmidt teaches "generating ... digital fingerprint" (ie., 
revisions ... full history of application )(col 6, lines 1-18). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2) The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2-1) Claims 6,8,9,10,11,12,13,45,47,48, 49, 50, 51, 52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Schmidt fas applied to claim 1 and 40 above, 
respectively), in view of Himmelstein (US 2002/0032643 A1, effective filing data 
Aug 5, 1999 for Non-provisional of application No. 60/147243). 

Regarding claims 6, 45, Schmidt does not teach, but Himmelstein teaches 
"designating ... to the user" (ie., value determined by the barterer)(para 8). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Schmidt to include value to the user as taught by Himmelstein, 
providing the benefit of allowing users to create a new type of financial interest and a 
new type of market value (para 22). 

Regarding claims 8, 47, Schmidt does not teach, but Himmelstein teaches 
"value is an estimated value" (ie., value determined by the barterer)(para 8). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Schmidt to include estimated value to the user as taught by 
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Himmelstein, providing the benefit of allowing users to create a new type of financial 
interest and a new type of market value (para 22). 

Regarding claims 9, 48, Schmidt does not teach, but Himmelstein teaches 
"value is a market value" (ie., market value)(para 8). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Schmidt to include market value to the user as taught by 
Himmelstein, providing the benefit of allowing users to create a new type of financial 
interest and a new type of market value (para 22). 

Regarding claims 10, 49, Schmidt does not teach, but Himmelstein teaches 
"value is a compound value" (ie., accumulated by barters .. items of unequal value)(para 
25). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Schmidt to include compound value to the user as taught by 
Himmelstein, providing the benefit of allowing users to create a new type of financial 
interest and a new type of market value (para 22). 

Regarding claims 11, 50, Schmidt does not teach, but Himmelstein teaches 
"value is a proportional value" (ie., value determined by the barterer... value ranges add 
to the flexibility of the system)(para 8). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Schmidt to include proportional value to the user as taught by 
Himmelstein, providing the benefit of allowing users to create a new type of financial 
interest and a new type of market value (para 22). 
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Regarding claims 12, 51, Schmidt does not teach, but Himmelstein teaches 
"tracking the owner (ie., barterer ... actual ownership of the barter item )(para 8). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Schmidt to include tracking the owner of the barter item in the 
system as taught by Himmelstein, providing the benefit of allowing users to create a 
new type of financial interest and a new type of market value (para 22). 

Regarding claims 13, 52, Schmidt does not teach, but Himmerlstein teaches 
"information ... trading system" (ie., bartering system)(para 7, title, abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Schmidt to include bartering system as taught by Himmelstein, 
providing the benefit of allowing users to create a new type of financial interest and a 
new type of market value (para 22). 

2-2) Claims 3, 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schmidt (as applied to claim 1 and 40 above, respectively), in view Cass (US 
5692073, issued Nov 25, 1997). 

Regarding claims 3, 42, Schmidt does not expressly teach, but Cass teaches 
"interface is a Web page" (ie., web hypertext documents... graphical user 
interface)(Title, col 1 5, lines 1 5-63). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Schmidt to include a graphical user interfaces with hypertext or web 
documents as taught by Cass, providing the benefit of a more flexible and powerful way 
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to crate forms with the potential of paper-based user interfaces (Cass, col 3, Iines15- 
20). 

Other Cases 

A. 1 . Cass (US 5692073, issued Nov 1 997). 

2. Grow (US 669431 5 B1 , filed Sep 1 999). 

3. Lee (US 5347477, issued Sep 1994). 

4. Weber et al. (US 5592607, issued Jan 1 997). 

5. Bisbee et al. (5748738, May 1 998). 

6. Holte (US 571 3793, issued Feb 1 998). 

7. Lange (US 6321 21 2 B1 , filed Nov 1 999). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gautam Sain whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8777. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on (703)305-9792. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Gautam Sain 
Tech Center 2100 




SANJIV SHAH 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



